
Greetings 

 

 A government consultation program is underway regarding B.C. Ferries service reductions. The 

information provided in the documents appears skewed to present the government in the best possible 

light, at the expense of those British Columbians dependent on the coastal ferries. 

There is, however, one egregious error that needs to be identified. That's the dollar amount shown for 

each route, as the "shortfall per vehicle carried before taxpayer contributions." The media are attracted 

to this number like flies to ... something or other. 

There are daily references to the $2,365-pervehicle trip through the Inside Passage and the $66-per-

vehicle trip to the Gulf Islands from the Lower Mainland. 

It hasn't occurred to any of those journalists to ask what the shortfall per passenger is. Seems like a 

reasonable question. Had they asked, they'd have been told nobody calculated that number. Instead, 

they just loaded all the "shortfall" onto the vehicles, grossly exaggerating the number and misleading 

the reader. 

I wouldn't presume to suggest such misrepresentation to get the higher shock number was deliberate, 

or to influence Interior voters who have been invited to comment on the service-reduction consultation. 

I don't know that. 

I do know that if the shortfall was split between vehicles and passengers, based on revenue from both, 

on the northern route, the $2,365 would drop to $1,060 per vehicle and $399 per passenger. A big 

difference. And if the shortfall were to be taken without having to carry the huge capital costs related to 

the necessary purchase of two relatively new ships, those shortfalls would be reduced to just $490 per 

vehicle and $185 per passenger. 

If it seems like a lot, keep in mind that the fare for a car, driver and passenger on the route in the 

summer is $801. Now that is a shocking number. 

As far as the Gulf Islands fares go, the $66 shortfall would become $38 per vehicle and $9.43 per 

passenger. No longer shocking, just accurate. 

Taking out the capital component, the shortfalls become $18 per vehicle and $4.50 per passenger. 

Again, this needs to be seen in the context of the $145 roundtrip fare paid for a car, driver and 

passenger. So, who's paying their share? 

This is all in addition to the much bigger question of focusing on the government contribution as a loss 

or shortfall. There is no such language around public transit, which typically gets about 65 per cent of its 

operating costs from government and just 35 per cent from the fare box. B.C. Ferries gets 85 per cent of 

its operating costs from the fare box, 15 per cent from the government. And yet we refer to that 15 per 

cent as a shortfall, and the routes that receive it as money-losers? 



Like public transit, public ferry systems the world over rely on a certain amount of government funding. 

It's reality, not charity. We expect at the very least that it would be honestly characterized when 

presented to the public. 

Brian Hollingshead of Saturna Island is the chairman of the Southern Gulf Islands Ferry Advisory 

Committee and co-chair of the Ferry Advisory Committee Chairs group. 
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Read more: 

http://www.timescolonist.com/Government+playing+fair+with+ferry+costs/7593548/story.html#ixzz2D
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