
From: Brian Hollingshead [mailto:hollingshead@telus.net]  

Sent: April-06-13 3:56 PM 
Subject: March 2013 Traffic, Holy Doodle! 

 

There was great joy in Mudville; BCFerries hit a long-awaited home run! 

 

Traffic was up on all route groups and on most routes.  Substantially so on some routes. 

 

Because?  The main reason would be having the front end of an Easter weekend that was in April last year.  As 

well, the forecast was for the best weather we've seen since last October, and the weather turned out as 

predicted.  If Easter traffic on Saturna was any indication, and it seems it was, things were booming on most 

routes.  It seems that particularly good or particularly bad weather will trump most other traffic factors.   

 

Looking at the graphs - how can you resist? - you'll see this March was probably the best month, on a month 

over month, previous year, basis of the whole year, particularly compared to last March, which fell below the 

previous March.  While vehicle traffic was better than last March, passenger traffic was better than in last year 

and the year before.  All good news. 

 

So what's going on with those rascally northern routes? 

 

Looking at this past year, the green-bordered graph, traffic was still down in the first six months - the higher 

volume months - but picked up substantially through the winter.  But then, it more or less did the same thing 

last year.  Farther down in the first six months but a similar surge in the last six months.  Simple observation is 

that tourism continues to drop, but the day to day regular traffic is picking up in the winter, on both the route10 

and route 11.  'Why' is another issue.  Related to buzz around the Northern Gateway pipeline issues?  The 

possible refinery in Kitimat?  The Year of the Snake? The Northern and Central Coast economy improving (if it 

is)?  Don't know.  Will leave that to Evan and those closer to those routes to explain. 

 

And finally, the big picture, captured in the final graph . . . 

 

If FY2012 experienced the lowest vehicle traffic in 13 years and the lowest passenger traffic, the beat goes on 

with FY2013 having the lowest vehicle traffic in 14 years and the lowest passenger traffic in 22 years even with 

the spectacular March sprint to the finish.  For next year, very likely more of the same considering the 

following: 

 

- the 4.1% fare increase earlier this month, 

- April traffic having the nose of the Easter weekend volume bitten off by March,  

- the Feb long weekend, new this year, will be built in to the comparison next Feb, and 

- last Aug, Sep had the best weather in 100 years, with corresponding traffic spike.   Likelihood of a repeat? 

 

Forecast?  As we predicted for this year, traffic declines somewhere between 1.5% and 2.5%. 

 

Election factor?  Polls point to a change in gov't.  Don't look for any major change in ferry funding as provincial 

finances will still be tight, and the die is pretty well cast for the final two years of PT3.  Maybe a break for PT4 

if the gov't wishes to court the goodwill of the coastal ridings.  But that's way over the horizon.  Lots of bridges 

to cross before then. 

 

Comments? 

 

Brian 

 


